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•'fljr Jove. I do." .aid West, rath* 
more excitedly than was usual will 
him. "you've got to get In touch will 
hits by phone, wire or special mown - 
ger. I will write down the message 
and you can put It Into rode." 

For a few momenta Wen was busy 
patting whnt he Wented to say In the 
few* st word, possible. 

•There, send thru." 

The secretary read It and looked up 
In astonishment. 

■You think— — *• 

'Tm not sure what I think.” in Id 
West. “Only one thing 1. sure, the 


THE NAKED MAN 


was ambiguous. It this country wishes to maintain, tho rset Impressed Itself upon me. and I 

!e that anything oontd steps she is prepared to take to that begun to build up another theory. 

To avoid any In- end. and the power of enforcement she Supposing Jean Rolaaot. for the pur- 

rar ran bring to bear If necessary. In the poses of spying, wished lo take the 

main they are not new principles, place of M. Houtln, how would ho go to 

They are “ '* work? He could prepare another port- 

1 abruptly, closing his mantcau. he could place hi l» gaper* 

trap as If he were nfrnld of warning against me. hs oould drop 

tho words he was about to utter might Into It an envelops to mislead and de- 

escape to ears for which they were not lay the Identification of the dead. 

Intended. There was a knock nt the Then haring committed murder, prob- 

I. a *er. ably with the help of an accomplice, ha 

could take M. Houtln's portmanteau 
with a ami all his belongings, Including tho 
ids Im- things 'rum the toilet table and oven 
nt. and the pajamas worn by hie victim. Ho 
servant would leave nothing behind. Ho knew 


sage after all 
seemed Imppssltd, 
hna> gone wrong, 
formation leaking out. to avoid ae 
as possible any knowledge that nn Im- 
portant conference was taking place 
the meeting had been Used at this 
country house. J-ord Belmont was of I mouth like 
small political Importance. Even If It 
were known that the foreign minister 
was spending the week-end with him 
It would cause no comment. The other 
members of the conference had ar- 
rived singly, ordinary week-end visit- 
ors apparently. It seemed Impossible 
that any Information rould have leak- 1 mediately,' 1 
ed out and absurd thnl any danger thin he nodded 


T 11E necessity of a conference tlie Frenchman opening the portman- 
With the French police had tea,, which was by the dressing-table 
brought Valentine West to Paris, -ah packed ready for departure yo«. 
Tho Information he had been able to see. He meant fo go early no doubt, as 
give had proved even more valuable ha told you. but perhaps not to London, 
than he had expected, and a problem He knew your name 1 presume?" 
which had bid fair to monopolise the "Yes.'' 

clever brains of the authorities for "And more about you than your 
some considerable period had suddenly name. Here are two letters In his 
become easy, almost trivial In Its so^ portmanteau warning him of Valan- 
lutlon tine West, vaguely ns you wiH sea. but 

Wsst took no credit for this— hon- unmistakably. The envelopes have 
eity on his part, not modesty lie had been carefully destroyed. There Is an 
supplied Just one pier* of the pur. 7.1a. ,.ld envelope here, however, addressed 
which had proved :.> be the key piece .„ (tenet's. Look at it- - ' 

It was chance, and since chance had West took It- It was addressed to 
treated him so well ho determined W Herr Krnuner. Hotel Continental. Ce- 
remnin for a few days on holiday nera. The postmark was throe months 
Thare was a singer at the Opera House old. 

he wanted lo hear, and plays at tne "Kralaner." he said slowly, aearch- 
Uymnnae and Port St. Martin theatres i^g hla memory. 

he wanted to see. "He haa not troubled you much In 

Ho went to the Hotel de I'OHent. a England, not directly at least.” said 
favorite with thoae travelers who do Deroux. "Kralaner Is one of the allasoa 
not mind paying well but object lo used by the notorious apv Jean Hols- 
senseless and lavish extravagance, and , Pt , ft 8 wl»* by birth. I believe, but 
In a day or two had made one or two that Is not certain.” 

casual but pleasant acquaintances, not Waat glanged at the- naked man on 
English people. Out of England, he tke bed. 

preferred associating with foreigners. "Jean Bolsaet!” And angln"he looked 
it made the change more complete. at Ih „ letters which had warned the 
One of these acquaintances, a M. rtra4 m , n of hlm Ho recalled In a 
Houtln. appealed t» him Irotnenaely. mod of lightning survey their eonver- 


ilv. again. On tfcla occasion his fee- 1 ,no mtnuner ont o. Town no 

ulty altogether failed him. M. Houtln rnor ? necessary Is It tha, ho ahould 
had proved aucp an agreeable com- rec * ;ve tha * ">•«“*• Promptly, 
panion It was rather a shock to And "Well, you are a privilege! person, 
he was the notorloua Jean Bolsset. Of but I am running a risk In disobeying 
course It was not really remarkable orders" 

that Jean Bolaset should be a man of "Tou'd be running a greater one by 
thl# kind; to achieve what he had done no! sending that message, ” answered 
wae only possible to a clever Individ- Wait. 'Telephone to mo sa soon as 
ual. but West s professional pride was you get an answer. T shall not stir out 
touched. No wonder Bolruiet hod smll- before 1 hear from you.” 
ed when asked If he wrote, when told "Right." N 

that an historian was lost to tho world “And burn that paper carefully when 
by hla not writing. Ho did not tala you havo done with It." 
polities, ha had said, nor think them Valentine West drovo to Bruton 
If he oould help It; It was natural that street feeling horribly dirty after his 
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by the door. tho portmanteau. Had he pvt them on 

Five pairs of eyes had been fixed the dead man and put a brush and 
upon Lord Belmont as he entered the comb on the table, the Idea that ha had 
room, live pairs of eyes- followed Ihe stolen a personality would probably 
servant aa ho crossed to the round not have occurred to any one. My 
table. He went to the foreign minister theory was 'that ha had become M. 
and handed him tho letter on a silver Houtln. If any one doubt.it It he had 
tray. the whole of Houtln’s property to 

"An answer la waited for," hs said prove his Identity. There was risk In 
"An anio-cr!" and tho foreign min- ouch an Impersonation of course. Im- 
loter looked up Into the man's fece In menie risk, hut not more than Jrnn 
astonishment. If hu had expreted tn, Bolsert would take, If the enterprise 
Interruption, which seemed possible, were worth It. Wns such an enterprise 
as ha exhibited Use surprise at It Dn foot? Houtln told me he »m com- 
than hla companions. It was quits evl- Ing to England on business. I went 


word In Italy, and M. 


a leaser 


-tH.V SBNThNt K AEUMOMk 


better 

Hubert 


•ut,. Is routpn ruble l„ standing 
enrage ground of troth.--Frsn- 


In hli movements. He opened the en- 
velope and took out a half sheet of 
note-paper, read what was written on 
It. looked at the waiting man servant, 
then at the paper again. 

"It la a rlddlo. gentlemen." lie aald. 
"There Is no address, no a.gnature; 
Just these words: 'A naked man and 
tumbled pajamas.' ” 

No otia at the round labia moved. 

"I do not understand." said M 
Michelet, taking up tha paper which 
the foreign mln'.sltr had put on the 
tablo after rending It out "1 do not 
understand. la It conoelvable that 
some ono la attempting to Jeat with 


,|.,.r,l t'kitsterflcld. 

Verity, verily. I soy unto you, llo thst 
'stall! my W‘,rd, on,! b,-lk*v,dh lllm Hint 
ii t n,.-. hath eternal Ilf*-, nmt eohi'-th not 
ilu jmlmnrot. I,u( bull, posse, I out of 


Iscwlirro 


tluty tits l ownlts thy hand 
c uttering u divine oibimnnd ; 
ml drods build nil Hist saints 
iuuglu. -Alton. 


treachery." said M. Blanc. 

The Huaaian nodded hla approval of 

thla Idea. 

"May- 1 suggest that wt Intsrvisw the 
man who brought this message?" said 
Michelet. 

"I wee going to suggest the aaSne 
thing,” said the foreign minister. 

"I brought It ptretgAt from Parle, 
from the Hotel de TOrlent,” said the 
man servant, and tha next Instant ha 
had a revolver at the head of Signor 
Luxsla. "Hands from that pocket, Jean 


smarter than the police While you 
were at Ihe opera last night I Imaglnr 
sn enemy concealed himself In this 
room and waited until hla victim was 
as leap. There oould have been little 


larxe « view of Tby 
love (tint we may 
II evil floods, desires 
i.wii life for Thee In 
mil, mill service. 


have been thrust In hastily, crumpled 
together Juat aa they were pulled off 
tho body.” 

West, looked at them, and axamlned 
tha neatly packed garments. 

' name, M. Weet.? 

l.eroux on id with H amlle. 
remain M 
hev 


Valentine West returned lo town 
that evening. 

"Will you ring up Srptland Yard, 
alrf said Amos. "You were to do *o 
directly you came In. It la Important." 

West went to the telephone at ones. 

"Yes. Juat back. What? (Jood heav- 
ens: Tea— Ml be round In )ia!f an 

hour." 

"Anything the mailer, air?" Amos 
asked. 

"He's dead — Jumped from tha rail- 
way carriage on ihe way to town and 
was kill** on the spot." 

■■Who. sir?" 

"Jean Uulaaat, the spy." 


You will And 


He would 
Houtln too short a time to 
hla clothes marked, besides. II 
London Iho next dny. would deceive no one whose suspicions 

"I hope we may meet there." said wets srouaed." 

Wr«T. - ''No. I suppose not." said West. look- 

'T hops so. It Is a troublesome bus- ing round the room, glsnclng again si 
Iness which takes me lo London. Most the bed. nt the toilet isble. Into every 
of my time win not be my own. and corner. On a chair neatly folded wero 
my movements are uncertain. I must the clothes he harf evidently Intended 
take my chance end let you know If to wear this morning, 
suoh another plsssant evening ae this "He told you he was leaving early- 
can he arranged. It Is «u revolr now. and going to I»ndon. but ho had given 
for I leave early In the morning." no instructions to be called early." Le- 
Vmlentlno West was at breakfast roux went on. "He had asked nt the 
next morning rather later than usual bureau that hta bill might be prepared, 
when a waiter came to him. saying he would probably be leaving 

"Monsieur Is wanted. A gentleman j today. It was only a probability, de- 
ls waiting in the vestibule." pendent on rlrcumatanres no doubt. 


a OTi: Topeka, Kan 

I h- i.iceciil war. or nigh .-uwt of llv- 
l«iu. nee >i„t cuuee,l htrri to raise his 
prices. You Cbn of for, I to travel miles 
lo paleoiuv.e nltn. amt save money. 
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WHAT TO TXl-K ABOUT. 

Drsu. domestics, disease and religion 
are som# of |ho topics tabooed In 
smart drawing-rooms, and the con- 
stant uaf of foreign phrases in a com- 
neny which dura not understand the 
language Is regarded ns marked Im- 
poiitcnsNt. 

IJogmntl'a. giving an opinion as If 
you ewnad tha Yardlc t. Is a disagree- 
able el'menl: vagueness of expression 
mr.y end oy giving the notion that 
there Is no Ides behind It. and "riding 
one's hobby" — harping 


Louis Van Dorp 

509 Jackson SL, Topeka 
Phone 130 


was M. Houtln. instead, he found going to l-ondon. I ahould say. M. 
I-eroux of the police, n ferret-faced In- West, that you figured rather proml- 
dtvidusl recognized by every criminal nently In hla calculations last night, 
as a moat dangerous man to have on You did not suspect him but hs v.-s» 
tho trail It was mainly to confer with afraid of you. and wsi prepared to 
I-eroux that West had como to Parla. alter hla plans to deceive you. He wae 


Galvanized Iron, Slate, 
Tin Work 


forever on a 

*— ■ -S aaaEagaieJ cuffed. favorite subject— ■* a pretty certain way 

Ho laughed. | of Insuring a celd welcome. The bore. 

"Have I the honor to address Val - 1 the person who speoke only of herself 
parsonage than (hs others perhaps. *"'!?* °r hlmaelf. the scandal monger, the 

nsd nevertheless spent hie life In the ' ll *• ■" honor, you have." aald tease, and the cuttingly clever are ^11 
service of Belgium. They had all !"_• "tan servant. abomination to w ll-bred persons, rfr- 

traveled to England privately, yet be- 1 congratulate you on hav.ug m-.de lltcneaa demands that one *houl£. 
hind one of th >m was danger, at least * great mlatake.'' speak more of things than of persons: 

so tho code message suggested. If tbs "* •*’ an k you for having mndo two or anoedotea ars out of plact exespt In 

meeting took placr exactly as arrang- throe." said West. "At loest you | Ihe most Intlmste rlroles. end wbfre 
ed. the result of the conference woulj should have left a brush and comb on thd company Is ronOned to a little clr- 
In all probability be secretly In the ,h * labia and you would have tie In a single room conversation 

bands of those It i s most Important be,n wl ' w to P“t 'he pajamas on the should be general. 1-otlg and earnest 
to keep In Ignorant,'. ®sn Instead of In the nortmisM#," chats with one'e neighbor nt a dinner 

I. „as no. remarkable that the for- ‘ . For .* n in,, » n ' Luszin looked ssvage; r»rty or luncheon give an Impression' 
sign mmi.ler wa* ogceedingly truublsd. !j' n h * lau S he '» »• -OS taken of Igoorance In ooclal rn.tt.r, for her* 

At fn„e n'eloel- ,b« flv. men w*nr ... trom tht room ' ' h » ™ u, l naw ,rom P«r«'>n to 

tho library and quietly scaled them- "*• " * mistake?" ,«!d M. Michelet I ^ r * en for ‘ he to f **’ 

selv.. ut r. circular table. A servant «*d'*dly. The Hotel do I'Orlent you «f h-r gurata are having a good I time 
outside the door had been Instructed “Y? "list happened tiiero? It msi ' ^ ' ° ^ 1 !.?u 

to prevent any Interruption. No one * mUtake. Th. French police are 

was to i* allowed tr, enter the room c '* y ' r bu ' somoUmogjtlwr make mis- ’’ )? tralm n or aten sra for us to savn 
uni as* accompanied by Lord Belmont «*W." ‘"•he brief moment of QQClgl Inters 

himself. "They have mads one now. mon- ^* n *" Maybe «e are less good than 

A few set phrases served to welcome sieur." said West, and at the request I'ntcrrstlMr'c^i^erssrlon is rare bus 

the members of the oonferen-c. a„d of the fore.gn minister h. relate! what "'7 , ' . “itivired ' bUl 

then the foreign minister spoke of the tlA< ’ occurred at the Hotel de I'Orlent. ' 

precautions which had been tak.n to "U Leroux la so egeellsnt a detec- knon> ,„ methm , of art I he tH lea of 
preserve eecrscy. tBe West went on. ao seldom de- ri w | H «k? and the name, of their a.y 

As you are aware, gentlsipcr.. the celved that I was Inclined lo accept u, r .ra to k-ct, o touch with th. more 
situation on tha corttnent makes it bis conclusions. In M. Houtln I had irnnottsit h.? onsn imra ef th. 

Imperative that Steps should be taken found an agreeable companion, but as ,/ M „ ,,n,|er r”, of oUu'a/ralrt 

to sccuro our position^ If not by ac- Loroux pointed out Jean Rolse.t was hM y, r .^ r pomts. a course of solid 

tual and open treatlaa by a very die- quits eapabls of ploying tha part of ,„dlng la an excellent tonic for .lie 

tlnct '.ndepotandlng what ocllon.la to agrsoable companion. Moreover. lot- lh , , tud> . of cny foreign Isnguaxo 
be token hy ua Individually snrf col- rouse explanation of tha naked body im M cvca the power of expre.aton nn. 
leotively. In the event or certain con- aa the murderer's grim humor of Uev- cannot bt a fool and a shining ooclal 
tlnce.nclex arising Of the neo«lty log th. famous spy naked to Iho world, light «t th# tame Urn-. Ignorance re- 
for au-.-h understanding we are all was feasible, and It seemed natural to vsals ittelf. If not In th. ep-erh. In the 
aware; on th* main points I believe thrust the tumbled pajsmsa Into the du’! rys, ihe vacant look, the disturbed 
and hope, we are all agreed, but on portmant.au. there wae nowhere elee combative manner When we can- 
the other hand there are certain dlf- to put them. There was one email no*, hide ignorance we are furlou« or 
ncaltlrs: It could not be otherwls' point, however, which M. Leroux ovei- covered with confusion A little sc. 
when the Interests are no wlde-spreao looked. The toilet table furniture, hn'r .|uolntance with tfl* dictionary would 
:nd far reaching, Tliese dlfllcultie runhes, comb and such like, were also help many a badly educated girl to bo 
vo are mot to consider smd overvom. lacked. V-Tiy ? The man would want m"re graceful in her conversation - -f 
Ac I have the honor to preside at thla to use them In the morning. I admit neater In her letter writing. 
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Auto Storage & Repair Co 

sng \v. Mtii st. 


the face of one blunder pas: successes 
would not count. 

A bath worked wonders. He felt he 
could afford to risk 1-Ling wrong, and 
when later the telephone bell rar.g he 
felt he was half way through another 
ex*, succeesfully 

’Toe, I'm West— speaking I-lardley 
Manor. Yea. I understand— r ray ::,g 
with Lord Belmont. On Sunday - 
Qood-by." 

He hung up the receiver. 

"I wonder what Ihe business 1». 
Something big evidently. If 1 am mak- 
ing an naa of myself there will be ruc- 
tions." 

Wss he? The question bothered the 
foreign mtnlst- 


a vain effort. He oould think of noth- 
ing but Jeon Eoisset and hla person- 
ality. all the way to London. lie could 
not forget Room 39 at the Hotel de 
I'Orlent. the naked figure lying across 
the bed. victim of a death ao auddan 
that no strugla for life had been pos- 
sible. He could not rorgot the packed 
portmanteau, ■sverythfng neat and or- 
derly except the tumbled pajamas. 

So obsessed was he with the p*reon- 
allty of Jeon Bolaset tha: on arriving 
In London hs drove direct to the For- 
eign Office. The mlnlstor for foreign 
affairs was out of town, would be 
away for the week-end; only hla pri- 
vate esc ret ary was to be seen. 

"Afraid you'll hava to wait until 
Monday. West." 

•' Can I get him on the Phone. Whore 


Belmonte 

house In Berkshire even mors than It 
did Y’alentlne West In h!a rooms In 
Bruton street. 

The little village of FJordlcy wns 
quite unconscious of Iu Importance a: 
thla moment. There were In fact few 
people at the Manor this week-end. 
The foreign minlater was not recog- 
nised a* he drove from the elation, and 
two or yire# othar gentlemen who ar- 
rived during the afternoon did not 
strike th« vlllagere as particularly In- 
teresting. - Even at the Manor Itself, 
the servants were only aware that 
their master was entertaining for- 
algners. 

The foreign minister had nrr.'ved 
with a grave face, proof of delicate 
nd serious busir.c.s nn hand, nut h. 
foce was graver still after receiving 
the code message from bis secretari. 


i 



